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For all the latest sector updates and to find out what’s happening around the Network and its PESP project, join us on:

Please note membership of NWCN for 2013-14 is now due for renewal. To activate click on link at bottom of this page.
NWCN is your strategic, representative voice for the Community & Voluntary sector in the North-West and is committed to
providing visible, vocal influence on the issues that affect you, our members, at all levels. NWCN’s PESP project provides a
practical response and support to your needs around lobbying and influencing.
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1 Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission: Commissioners Visit to Derry~Londonderry
11am – 1.30pm, Thursday 13 June 2013, The Old Church, Clarendon Street, Derry ~ Londonderry BT48 7ES
North-West Community Network is facilitating a visit to the North-West by NIHRC’s Chief Commissioner and his
team of Commissioners.
This is a good opportunity for you, those you provide services to, and local residents to get to know the
Commission and its work, also giving your constituents a chance to air their views directly to NIHRC.
This event follows a successful collaboration between the Network and the Commission involving three
customised training sessions delivered to a broad range of community sector organisations (Oct 2012 – Feb
2013).
Whatever the focus of your work, background or needs of the members you represent, all aspects of community
work and life are important to the Commission and they are committed to hearing the concerns of local people.
The event will explore how to use the NIHRC in your own work supporting people and advocating for change.
11.00 - 12.30: NIHRC Commissioners Q & A session with community groups: What does human rights mean for
you and the issues you are working to address?
12.30 – 1.30: Lunch will be provided.
During lunch NIHRC legal staff will be available to offer general legal advice to individuals who wish to raise a
human rights concern in private.
Please use all your contacts to encourage people to come along and feel free to circulate to anyone you feel
would be interested.
To register please contact neola@nwcn.org / 02871279090
Top
2 North West Fundraising Advice Clinics 25 June 2013
North West Community Network and NICVA have come together again to deliver the next series of Fundraising
Advice clinics - 25 June 2013 - to provide charities / not-for-profit organisations with advice on grant
applications.

Do you need to:
· Find out why your funding applications fail or;
· Get help completing an application form or;
· Find funders who match your project?
Demand is customarily high for these sessions so please book early to avoid disappointment.
Sessions (45 mins) are available as follows and will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis.
Two sessions are available in each time slot:
·
·
·
·

At Peace & Reconciliation Offices:
2.00 – Fully Booked
2.45 – Fully Booked
3.30 – One slot left
4.15 – Two slots left

·
·
·

At North-West Community Network:
5.45 – Fully Booked
6.30 – One slot left
7.15 – One slot left

Venues: Afternoon sessions will be held at Peace and Reconciliation Group – Bishop Street and evening
sessions will be held at NWCN Offices, The Diamond.
To book one of these sessions contact North-West Community Network: neola@nwcn.org / 028 7127 9090
Top
3 Clever Committees ~ Training for Committee Members
Tuesday 11th June: Submitting Successful Funding Applications
Venue: St Columb’s Park House
Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm (Registration and tea/coffee from 6.15pm)
Cost: FREE.
This is a great opportunity for your committee members or staff to revise or update their skills around their roles
and responsibilities. They will gain expertise in completing application forms and sourcing funding opportunities.
Participants will also be taken on a step by step revision of the financial documents required for committees.
To register or for further information please contact Nuala or Gabrielle Email: nuala@nwcn.org or email:
gabrielle@nwcn.org / Tel: 028 7136 8811
Top
4 NW Regional Meeting, Social Enterprise NI "What do you need to know
You are cordially invited to attend the next NW Regional Meeting of Social Enterprise NI which will take place on
Monday 24th June 2013 in the Diamond Centre, Claudy - see details on the flyer attached!
The event begins at 9.30am with an information session around “what you need to think about when setting up
a Social Enterprise”, followed by at 11.15am Cara Cash, Business Development Officer with Stepping Stones
(Current providers of stationary to the Merchant House Hotel Belfast) as our guest speaker - the event will
conclude with lunch at 12.30pm.
This is a free event and all are welcome! In order to cater for numbers appropriately please register your
attendance on our Eventbrite site - go to: http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/event/6946283521
Top
5 Protestant identity and the Irish language talks
You are cordially invited to attend a talk on Protestant Identity and the Irish Language on,
Friday 7th June 2013 from 12.00pm to 2.00pm Admission is Free
Venue: Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin
With Linda Irvine and Gordon McCoy. Followed by a Question and answer session.
Linda Irvine is an East Belfast teacher whose husband Brian was a former leader of the UVF-aligned Progressive
Unionist Party. She began her studies through a cross-community project, is the sister-in-law of the late David
Irvine, former UVF prisoner who later came to international prominence through support of the peace process
and efforts to develop a political voice for loyalism.
Gordon McCoy was raised in Saintfield and lives in Belfast. He has a degree in Celtic and Social Anthropology
and in 1997 he received a doctorate from Queen’s University, Belfast for his thesis on Protestant learners of
Irish.
Anyone who attended Linda’s recent talk at the Shared Future Centre on Irish Street will know that she is very
engaging and will provide a different perspective on an interesting subject and Gordon McCoy has delivered his
lecture to a wide variety of audiences.
Top
6 Regional Conference on Sustainable Transport for Rural Tourism
The University of Ulster wishes to cordially invite you to attend the Sustainable Transport for Rural Tourism
conference at the Everglades Hotel, Derry-Londonderry on Thursday 27th June 2013. The venue is ideally
located in the UK City of Culture 2013.
The event will bring together international research partners from Sweden, Iceland, Scotland and Republic of
Ireland as well as stakeholders from academia and the public and private sectors. This conference offers
significant value and an excellent opportunity to meet with industry experts and learn about current trends in
transport provision and the development of the rural tourism industry within the region. For your information, a
programme of the conference is included.
If you wish to accept the invitation to attend, a registration form is available online at

http://business.ulster.ac.uk/transtourism/. Should you have any questions or require further information on the
event, please do not hesitate to contact me directly using the contact details enclosed.
We look forward to meeting you at the event.
Stuart Thompson, Research Assistant, University of Ulster, Cromore Road, Coleraine,
T: +44 (0)28 701 23922 / E: s.thompson1@ulster.ac.uk
Top
7 Bursaries: INCORE Summer School 17-21 June 2013
INCORE International Summer School 17-21 June 2013
Bursaries available for Northern Ireland community relations practitioners
Application Deadline 10 June 2013 (to be received by 9am)
INCORE has received funding from the Community Relations Council for 10 bursaries for Northern Ireland
community relations practitioners to attend our International Summer School. Places are available on the
following modules:
Culture and Peacebuilding
Dr Stephen Ryan and Professor Brandon Hamber (INCORE)
In 2013 Londonderry/Derry is going to be the UK City of Culture. It therefore seems appropriate that INCORE
will offer a new module on Culture and Peacebuilding as part of its Summer School during this year. Following a
general overview of the relationships between culture and peace and an investigation of some key theories in
this field, there will be a day each devoted to drama, sport and the moving image and their contribution to
peacebuilding. The module will focus on experiential learning and use a range of contributors including
academics and practitioners from Northern Ireland, and participants will also have an opportunity to make
presentations about their own work or that of their organizations.
Peacemaking and Peacebuilding in Northern Ireland
Professor Gillian Robinson and Dr. Brendan Lynn (INCORE)
This module is aimed specifically at undergraduates or individuals interested in exploring the lessons from
Northern Ireland in terms of peacemaking and peacebuilding. Through a series of lectures and workshops with
INCORE staff and invited speakers participants will be able to examine some of the key themes and issues for
themselves. The subject matter to be covered will include an introduction to conflict transformation and
peacebuilding theory; peacemaking and the new political disposition in Northern Ireland; justice, truth and
reconciliation; victims, survivors and commemoration; and public opinion and attitudinal change in Northern
Ireland.
To date, numerous international applicants from over 10 countries, from a diverse range of organisations have
confirmed their attendance. We would very much encourage potential Northern Ireland participants to apply as
our international participants benefit enormously from your expertise. Evaluations from previous Summer Schools
have highlighted the value of this international networking.
More about our Summer School visit: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/courses/ss/. Detailed programmes can also
be requested from school@incore.ulst.ac.uk.
Selection will be based on the following criteria:
Essential:
Education to degree level and/or significant work experience in peace and conflict related areas.
Resident in Northern Ireland.
Work in the voluntary or community sector in community relations.
Desirable:
Education at undergraduate/post graduate level in peace and conflict related studies.
We will prioritise applications from applicants who have not attended previous INCORE Summer Schools but
those who have already attended are also welcome to apply.
Those applying for a bursary must commit to attending for the full week.
The bursary covers tuition fees and accommodation (if required). Accommodation is provided for six nights from
Sunday 16 June until Friday 21 June (inclusive) in University of Ulster student accommodation. Participants will
be staying in an ensuite room in self-catering apartments with a shared kitchen and dining area. The
apartments are situated in the University of Ulster Student Village, Duncreggan.
For further details please click on the accommodation section of the University of Ulster's web
page at: http://www.accommodation.ulster.ac.uk/prostumag.html
Please indicate on the application form whether or not you will require accommodation. Please note in Section C
that you are applying for a bursary, and mark payment as ‘Cheque’ (note this is nominal, simply for form
completing purposes). Also ignore all deadline dates on application form as this was for non-bursary applicants
To apply online visit: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/courses/ss/register.html
Deadline for completed applications is Monday 10 June with notification of decision by Tuesday 11
June.
Email: school@incore.ulst.ac.uk / Tel: +44 (0)2871 675500
For more information visit: http://www.incore.ulster.ac.uk/courses/ss/
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8 Calling All Young People! ~ We’re MAD LOL, are you?
July 4th in St Columb's Hall
This summer, the Youth Justice Agency in partnership with various others are hosting a MAD LOL (Making a
Difference; Loving Our Lives) event as part of the 2013 UK City of Culture celebrations show casing all the good
that young people do within their own communities that rarely gets the recognition it deserves.
If you, like us, get frustrated with the all too negative portrayal of young people in today’s media, here is a
chance to redress that balance and help us to promote a more positive and accurate image of young people.
Just register y our group or individual young person for what promises to be a MAD LOL event and showcase all
that they do to make this city a better place.
There are categories for:
Community involvement; cross community work; positive role modelling; overcoming adversity; inter

generational work; community safety; active citizenship.
And showcasing can take the form of:
Posters; photographs; DVD’s; written pieces
Or demonstrations using any medium for example:
Music; dance; sport; drama
So come along for what promises to be a fun filled day!
The event will finish with a Youth Achievement Awards Presentation Night with various special guests and prizes
in all categories.
If you would like to register a group or individual, please contact Elaine at Elaine.harvey@doj.x.gsi.gov.uk to
receive a registration form. For more information contact 028 7127 8070
Top
9 New good relations strategy launched
The Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM) has launched its new good relations
strategy, “Together: Building a United Community”.
OFMDFM will establish an All-Party Group to consider parades and protests; flags, symbols and emblems and
related matters; and the past and has agreed "a package of significant and strategic actions".
The strategy can be downloaded from http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/together_building_a_united_community.pdf
Top
10 Protest Rally against proposed closures of Trust Care Homes – Please Support
There's a planned protest rally tomorrow Friday 7th June against proposed closures of Trust Care homes in
the Western Health & Social Care Trust.
The rally leaves at Rectory Field Residential Home @ 2pm walking to the Guildhall for speeches via the peace
bridge. Public support is essential in the fight to help save these homes.
The media across the North West will also be attending. So let’s all come out and support the rally please.
Top
11 “Next Steps Event” - 19th June 2013 (10.30am – 1.00pm)
Derry City Council would like to extend an invitation to you and/or a representative from your organisation to
attend the ‘Next Steps’ event, which is being organised by Disability Equality Group NI, and hosted by Derry City
Council. The event will be held in the Whittaker Suite, Guildhall, Derry.
As you are aware with the introduction of Welfare Reform in Northern Ireland and continuous change to
disability related benefits there is potentially negative impacts on people with a disability within our community
It is intended that this event will provide you with an opportunity to learn more about the wider issues
associated with the impending changes. In addition it will also be an attempt to inform clients on what their
next steps are and who to approach when appealing benefit entitlements.
Attendees will also get the chance to become acquainted with the support mechanisms that are available to
them in the form of the local groups and organisations who operate in this field within the Derry City Council
area.
A light buffet lunch will be provided after the event and this will allow you the opportunity to network with the
representative groups and other invited guests. Full details of the format for the event are attached for your
information.
Top
12 Insulation Scheme
We are currently promoting an insulation scheme providing FREE Insulation (loft and/or cavity wall) to those
people fitting the criteria. I attach information.
First there, First served! The scheme is currently open.
Top
13 Social Media Showcase
The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission invites you to our Social
Media Showcase on Friday 21 June 2013 from 12-1pm at the MAC Belfast, in the Lab. A light lunch will be
provided.
The event will feature a premiere of short films on human rights. Presentations will also be provided by the Law
Centre and Mencap. We hope to generate some fresh thought and discussion around human rights at this
informal event and over the social networks. Free wi-fi is available and we would appreciate if you could tweet
or Facebook at the event using #ThinkAgain.
Please contact Bernadette Rooney at the Commission on bernadette.rooney@nihrc.org or 02890243987 to
confirm your availability to attend. Please let us know if you require any particular dietary or access
requirements.
Top
14 Carers Week 2013 – Food and Mood! Nutrition Workshop
Northern Ireland’s top nutritional therapist Jane McClenaghan explains how simple dietary changes can help
improve our mental wellbeing!
Derry Central Library, Thursday 13 June, 5.45pm – 7.45pm
Admission Free

Booking advisable! Contact CAUSE:
028 9065 0650 / www.cause.org.uk
Top
15 Nurturing Personal Resilience Training – Coping with stress in the workplace
Dates and venues:
11 June 2013, St Columbs Park House, L’Derry (Places still available)
11 September 2013, Tara Centre, Omagh
4 December 2013, St Columbs Park House, L’Derry
29 January 2014, St Columbs Park House, L’Derry
5 March 2014, Tara Centre, Omagh
Positive mental health and emotional well-being are recognised as having major consequences for health and
social outcomes, particularly in the workplace
The course aims to introduce a resilience approach and provide empowering ways of reducing stress by:
· Understanding how stress affects us;
· Outline practical coping techniques which nurture personal resilience;
· Raise awareness of support services available for WHSCT staff;
· Allow participants time for personal reflection
Top
16 Fundraising events with Foyle Search and Rescue
Foyle Search and Rescue, who are celebrating their 20 year anniversary this year, are holding a series of
fundraising events to raise vital funds for the Charity. On Sunday 4th August they are holding an ‘It’s a
Knockout’ event and the organisation is asking for 24 teams of 10 people to sign up and compete against each
other in a series of fun and crazy events. Each team is asked to raise a minimum of £300 sponsorship (£30 per
person) and team event packs will be available from Thursday 6th June, at Foyle Search and Rescue’s
Headquarters in Prehen.
On Friday 25th October the Charity are holding a Gala Ball in the City Hotel to celebrate their 20th
Anniversary. It will be a night of celebration, commemoration and acknowledgement of the dedication of the
organisation’s fantastic volunteers. The evening will include a sparkling wine reception, four course meal and
entertainment by “Hudson Blue”. Guests will receive a complimentary goodie bag containing a full size perfume
or aftershave fragrance, all kindly donated by Boots Chemist, and all guests will be entered into an exciting
prize draw with the winner being awarded £1000 on the night. Tables seat 10 people at a cost of £450.00 or
single tickets can be purchased at a cost of £50.00 each. The Charity are asking for the help of local
businesses to sponsor tables and to help out with prizes for a special prize draw.
The Charity’s annual ‘Bucket Appeal’ collections will take place from Monday 10th June 2013 to Sunday 23rd
June 2013, throughout different areas within the City. During the appeal, Foyle Search and Rescue Volunteers
will be knocking on doors between 6.00pm and 9.00pm each night. All Authorised Collectors will Carry a FS&R
identification Card. Last year’s appeal was a great success and they are hoping to build on that this year.
In 2012 Foyle Search and Rescue responded to 164 incidents – their highest number to date. They rescued 21
people directly from the water, took 78 distressed individuals to a place of safety and recovered 6 bodies,
returning them to their loved ones. The Charity relies heavily on the financial backing of the public to enable
them to continue their work. In the past they have had wonderful support from people in the city and hope that
support will be continued into the future.
If anyone would like to give up some of their spare time to help with the bucket appeal collections, enter a
team into the ‘It’s a Knockout’ event or purchase tickets/donate prizes for the Gala Ball they can do so by
contacting Foyle Search and Rescue on 028 71 313800 or emailing foylesearch@lineone.net. All help would be
greatly appreciated.
Top
17 Men’s Health MOT
Bogside and Brandywell Health Forum is holding a Men’s Health MOT event in Long Tower Centre on
Wednesday 12 June between 6-8pm to coincide with Men’s Health Week.
The event will provide health information and health checks for men including cholesterol, blood pressure,
weight checks, eye tests, foot care, dental checks and much more. Dr. O Hagan from Bayview Medical Practice
will open the event with a humorous presentation on men’s health at 6pm and will also be available to speak
with men privately if anyone wishes to discuss anything with him. A barber will also be available to cut hair!!
Tea and sandwiches will be served. £1 entry
Top
18 The Word of Breda
Foyle Pride is very proud to bring you The Word of Breda, Friday 14th of June in the CCA 10-12 Artillery
Street, Derry~Londonderry. Admission is free. This event
The Bearded Ladies presents...
The Word of Breda- A one woman show
‘I’m not a lesbian lads…. I just like driving tractors’
Join sapphic storyteller Breda Larkin in this hilarious and thought-provoking exploration of her life through the
triple lenses of sexuality, religion and em…facial hair.
Having discovered upon entering primary school that she was in fact A GIRL, it wasn’t long before Breda had to
contend with the stifling limitations of pinafores, first communion dresses and knitting!
‘I’m knitting nothing!’
From there it was an uphill struggle against the forces of heteronormativity, patriarchal society…and loofahs!
Flicking her baked beans across the dinner table in a tactful attempt to come out to her parents, Breda had
found her calling in life, and it had nothing to do with becoming a bride of Christ (although living in a convent

with a community of sexually frustrated women and scones on tap did sound appealing!)
Follow Breda as she journeys from ‘getting the shift’ with the local lads for ‘cream buns n’ snickers’ to breaking
the hearts of her imaginary lesbian camogie team and cartoon reporter April O’ Neill, by falling in love with a
beautiful real live girl and becoming a fully-fledged dickie-bow aficionado.
Written and performed by: Breda Larkin
Co-Directed by: Evelyn Quinlan and Nicola Depuis
Top
19 Litter-picks with Holywell Trust
Holywell Trust is continuing with its weekly Litter-picks in local neighbourhoods. A small team of core volunteers
join local volunteers to help clean up your area.
We have dates available during the summer months. We work Wednesday mornings from 10.30am to 12 noon.
If you are interested please contact gemma@holywelltrust.com or phone 71261941.
Top
20 Fundraising Dance
Apex Housing Association with Children in Crossfire annual dance in aid of Miwaleni will take place in the
Tower Hotel on the 14th of June
Dancing from 9-30pm til 12-30pm
Music provided by The Country Style
Tickets priced @ £6.00 or €7.00 each
Available from Apex Head Office, 10 Butcher Street, L’Derry
Tel 02871 304855 or 02871 304848
Or pay at the door on the night
Any of you who have attended in recent years will know this is a great night attended by tenants, residents
and staff raising much-needed funds to help change the lives of the people of Tanzania.
Top
21 Archaeology Days / Local Archaeology Days
The Friend of Prehen House and Prehen Historical and Environmental Society wish to inform you that you can
GET DIGGING at Prehen House this month.
The Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork at Queens University
Belfast are organising an archaeological dig in the grounds of Prehen House where a possible Plantation Fort
exists.
This dig is in association with Derry City Council’s Heritage and Museum Service.
The dig will run from Tuesday 4th June until Friday 21 June.
Dig volunteers will be welcome to come along on each day of the exploration. Transport will be provided for
volunteers, leaving each day at 9.30am from the Railway Museum Foyle Road. (Lunch provided for volunteers).
For information please contact North West Volunteer Centre, 22 Bishop Street. Tel: 028 7127 1017 or email
yes@volunteeringnorthwest.co.uk
The dig area will be open on afternoons each Friday the 7th, 14th and 21st June between 2 and 4pm (Everyone
Welcome)
There will be a special family day on Saturday the 22nd June between 1pm and 4pm when visitors can come
along, visit the site and meet some of the 17th century residents of Prehen.
You can follow the progress of the dig by logging into http://legenderrydigs.blogspot.co.uk and on Twitter
@PrehenDig
As part of the archaeology days programme there will be a tour of local potential archaeological dig sites. This
ancient pathways tour will include the Foyle Fisheries Ice House, the site of the Castle, Bawn and Souterrains
at Newbuildings, the ancient Abbey and Nunnery at Rossnagalliagh and the old Prehen village.
This tour will be led by George McLaughlin of PHES. The tour will start and finish at Prehen House.
This tour leaves Prehen House on Sunday the 16th June at 1pm – free transport will be provided
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