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	NWCN / NIHRC & NICCY presents an Advice Clinic
The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRC) and the Commissioner for Children and Young People (NICCY) will be in the northwest on Thursday 28th November. 

 

The North West Community Network is pleased to confirm that the NIHRC and the NICCY will be jointly delivering an Advice Clinic at the Waterside Theatre, Glendermott Road in Derry.  This is a great opportunity to seek advice and information from both organisations.  The Advice Clinic will run from 1pm to 3pm and is open to all Network members and also members of the public. 

There are eight slots available in total, two in each time slot as follows:

1pm / 1:30pm / 2pm /2:30pm

 

To book an appointment at the Advice Clinic please contact Neola on: neola@nwcn.org or call 028 7127 9090
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	Last chance to register for the Waste Prevention Programme - Community Engagement/Consultation Event 
20 November 2013, 09:45-12:30 (refreshments provided)  
The Cabin (The Playtrail), 15 Racecourse Road, Derry~Londonderry BT48 7RE 
North-West Community Network has identified this consultation as being of particular interest to many parts of the community in the North-West, not least given recent and historic confusion over, for example, the prospect of gasification / incineration activity in this region. It is imperative that all viewpoints are given the opportunity for expression on all aspects of the Waste Prevention Programme and it is understood this is what the DoE Minister is seeking to provide through the consultation process.   
To help inform this consultation and associated responses, NWCN invites you to participate in this community engagement event. This consultation theme has particular resonance for the wider North West, and participation by the broadest cross-section of the community is encouraged and most welcome.   
Agenda:

· 09:45 Arrival & Registration

· Welcomes & Context – NWCN

· Professor Vyvyan Howard - Toxicology Department, University of Ulster

· Derry City Council Environmental Services / NWRWMG – TBC

· Mal Williams - Director, Zero Waste Wales

· Department of the Environment - Owen Lyttle, Environmental Policy Division

· Break

· Small Group Discussion - Key Consultation Questions

· Plenary Feedback (inc. Next Steps) – NWCN

· 12:30 Close

Please register your participation via:  Neola Nelis McCrossan, NWCN – 02871279090 / neola@nwcn.org  (Places are limited so early registration is advised)  
View the consultation documents at:  http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/information/foi/recent-releases/publications-details.htm?docid=9338
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	Ireland as a place of Sanctuary?
 

Tuesday 10th December 2013, 9.30 am – 1.30 pm
St Augustine’s Hall, Off Society Street, Derry Londonderry

 

· What do we mean by the term sanctuary?

· What has been the tradition of sanctuary in Ireland from Celtic times to the present?

· Do minority groups feel welcome in Ireland?

· Have minorities/individuals felt welcome or did they have to seek sanctuary elsewhere?

 

Speakers: 
· Dr. Liam Campbell, Academic Researcher

Insight into the Celtic Tradition of Sanctuary in Ireland.

 

· Inderjit Bhogal, Director Corrymeela

Sanctuary in Today’s Context

Drawing on his experience of establishing a ‘City of Sanctuary’ in Sheffield

 

· Ann Friel, Donegal Traveller

Living as a Traveller in Donegal and Issues Facing the Travelling Community

 

· Aggie Luczak, The Polish Community in the North West

Drawing on her experience of work with the Polish Community

 

Lunch included, please register for catering purposes.  Contact North West Community Network: neola@nwcn.org
 

This event is free of charge, all welcome
To sign up to the City of Sanctuary:

Log into www.thejunction-ni.org 

Top right hand corner, click City of Sanctuary

Complete the form 

At the bottom of the page, click sign up 

Submit form
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	NWCN Special Resolution – EGM, 11 Dec 2013

 

As part of its online registration with the new Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/), North-West Community Network has elected to conduct an Extraordinary General Meeting to pass a Special Resolution on amending the organisation’s objects (see attachment).

 

All NWCN members – or representatives thereof – are welcome to attend this meeting:

NWCN – Extraordinary General Meeting

10.30am, 11 December 2013
Meeting Room, Strand Foyer

79 Strand Road, Derry~Londonderry BT48 7BW

 

Please RSVP at your earliest opportunity to: neola@nwcn.org / 02871279090
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	Good news for Volunteer involving Groups in your area - The DSD NI Small Grants programme is now open
Grants of between £200 and £1500 are now available to organisations working with Volunteers in N. Ireland.

We have simplified the process to make it even easier to apply.

The Closing date for applications is: Friday 29th November 2013.

There are two basic criteria:
· You must have a constitution

· Your income must not exceed £100k

For more details including online application pack, please visit www.aivcni.co.uk
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	Funding information workshop with The Heritage Lottery Fund

The Heritage Lottery Fund will be holding a funding information workshop on Tuesday 5th December at 2pm, in RCN's office, 38a Oldtown Street, Cookstown.

They will be providing information on their wide range of funding opportunities.  They will also deliver information on their small and large grants that are currently on offer, and also their new programme "Understanding the First World War".
Registration is essential for this event.  If you would like to attend contact Teresa on 028 8676 6670 or email teresa@ruralcommunitynetwork.org 
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	Inside Out is seeking applications for the following tender 

Evaluation of: ‘The LID (Leadership through Intercultural Dialogue) Programme’  - Determining the value, relevance and impact of ‘the international’ on Good Relations

The Inside Out Project (IOP) was established in Claudy as a targeted youth initiative, funded by the Local Strategy Partnership for Derry City Council area (DLSP), in 2004, through the EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation.
Inside Out’s Vision is one of ‘An active and healthy rural youth population in Northern Ireland.’ Its mission is ‘To create, facilitate and promote opportunities for young people to work in partnership with adults to advance and realise the aspirations of young people living in rural areas.’ It does this by ensuring that ‘Young People living in the broader Claudy area are connected, visible and have the means to make a positive and lasting contribution to their local communities in order to influence and shape provision available to them.’
Inside Out provides a range of services, training, accredited courses, projects & programmes that aim to minimise feelings of alienation and marginalisation felt by young people living in rural areas but primarily in and around the Claudy area.

Quotations must be received on or before Monday 2nd December 2013. Submissions received by fax or submissions after the latest date will not be considered.
Please contact Fergal Barr for the full document on the details below.
Fergal Barr Youth Co-ordinator Inside Out The Diamond Centre 630 Barnailt Road Claudy Co. Derry BT47 4EA

Tel No 028 7133 7722

Email: thekingisalive@hotmail.com 
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	Typhoon Haiyan – Philippines Appeal

Supporting Communities Northern Ireland have been approached by members from Community Groups to set up a fund to help the people who have been left devastated by what has been described as the worst storm ever recorded on land.

If you would like to contribute to this fund no matter how small or large the amount, please forward your money or cheques (made payable to S.C.N.I) stating clearly that is for this appeal and we will ensure this is sent to the relevant agencies.

Thanking you in advance.

34-36 Henry Street, Ballymena, Co Antrim, BT42 3AH

Tel: 028 2564 5676

Email: info@supportingcommunitiesni.org
Web: www.supportingcommunitiesni.org
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	Reminder invite: Commission meeting 27 November 2013 Millennium Forum Derry/Londonderry

Dr Michael Wardlow, Chief Commissioner of the Equality Commission would like to invite you to a lunchtime reception to meet Commissioners and staff of the Equality Commission and to find out more about the Commission’s work.  We are also keen to hear your views on equality issues of interest or concern to you.   

 

The reception will take place at the Millennium Forum, Derry / Londonderry on Wednesday 27 November 2013 from 12.00pm – 1.30pm.

We would be pleased to see you and please click here to register your attendance.
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	Expert seminar on the reporting process to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

12 December 2013

You are invited to attend an expert seminar on the UN Committee’s reporting processes and how best to influence its recommendations.

The session will be facilitated by Marianne Schulze, Chairperson of the Austrian Independent Monitoring Committee and author of an international handbook on the human rights of persons with disabilities, entitled ‘Understanding the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities’. Austria has recently gone through the reporting process and Ms Shulze provided numerous briefings to the UNCRPD Committee and to its members.
If you would like to attend, please register your place with Colin Caughey, NIHRC, at: colin.caughey@nihrc.org or on 02890 243987. An agenda for the 12 December (morning) seminar will be issued soon, along with confirmation of the venue.

Workshops on getting involved in the CRPD reporting process:
We plan to host workshops with the sector in the New Year on how to get involved in the CRPD reporting process and encourage participation from disabled people and their representative organisations.

We will contact you again soon with further details of the events.

The NIHRC and ECNI will also be regularly updating our websites with emerging information on the examination process (www.equalityni.org; www.nihrc.org).

Background:
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) - Examination of UK State Report

The UNCRPD is an international treaty, which identifies the rights of disabled people as well as the obligations on the United Kingdom to promote and protect those rights.
In November 2011 the UK Government submitted a report to the UN Committee for examination regarding progress to date.

Disabled people and their representatives have a critical role to play in the Committee’s examination of how the Convention is being implemented in the UK. By highlighting the challenges faced by people with disabilities living in Northern Ireland, and suggesting how to further advance disability issues, opportunities exist to inform:
· A ‘list of issues’ to be raised with the UK Government by the Committee (likely around September 2014) for clarification or explanation with regards to key disability issues covered under the Convention. 

· The formal examination of the UK Government (likely in April 2015) and any subsequent recommendations to the UK Government for action. 

· The submissions that we, as part of the of the UK independent Mechanism, will make.  ABOUT US  The Equality Commission for Northern Ireland (ECNI) and the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRC) have been designated as the Independent Mechanism for Northern Ireland (IMNI) responsible for overseeing the Northern Ireland Executive’s actions to implement the UNCRPD.  IMNI will continue to work closely with disabled people and their representatives in delivering our mandate and developing our submissions to the CRPD Committee. 
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	Reading and Writing for Peace Project

Charmain Jones, CSI Officer with RCN has been approached by Queen’s University Belfast to run a creative peacebuilding programme in the Mid Tyrone area through Rural Community Network. This programme will take place on Monday 25th November, Monday 2nd and 9th December at our offices in Cookstown from 7 - 9pm. 
This project will include undertaking:

3 reading and writing workshops, facilitated by specialists in writing (2 hours each), where participants learn about the Peace Palace and the works of Northern Irish writers (Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley etc.) on the theme of peace and reconciliation. The participants will also get an opportunity to write their own piece of poetry exploring what peace means to them.

After the workshops are completed, the participant’s works will be performed at a public event in Derry/Londonderry, with a post show discussion.

This course is open to people of all ages, however QUB is particularly interested to have younger participants in the 16 – 25 age bracket as well.
There are currently a few spaces left, so if you are interested please register ASAP with Charmain Jones, charmain@ruralcommunitynetwork.org or phone Charmain on 02886766670.
To keep up to date with rural issues become a fan of RCN on Facebook  Follow us on Twitter
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	Two Lunchtime Events This Week - Tony McCusker (Wednesday 20th) & Emmanuel Jal (Friday 22nd)

Lunchtime Event 1 - Tony McCusker (12.30pm Wednesday 20th November, St. Augustine's Hall, Prince's Street)

Tony McCusker, current Chair of the Northern Ireland Community Relations Council (CRC), will be the guest speaker at the first of our Lunchtime Events this week. 

Tony will respond to the DiverseCity Community Partnership's recent proposals, including the location of the soon to created new organisation from the merger of the Community Relations Council and Equality Commission for Northern Ireland at Ebrington. 

He will also outline the immediate future plans of the CRC. 

Lunchtime Event 2 - Emmanuel Jal (12.30pm Friday 22nd November, St. Augustine's Hall, Prince's Street)

Emmanuel Jal was born in war-torn Sudan, and while he doesn’t know exactly when, he believes it was in the early 1980s. He was taken from his family home in 1987 when he was six or seven years old, and sent to fight with the rebel army in Sudan’s bloody civil war. For nearly five years, he was a “child warrior,” put into battle carrying an AK-47 that was taller than he was.   By the time he was 13, he was a veteran of two civil wars and had seen hundreds of his fellow child soldiers reduced to taking unspeakable measures as they struggled to survive on the killing fields of Southern Sudan. After a series of harrowing events, he was rescued by a British aid worker (Emma McCune) who smuggled him into Nairobi to raise him as her own.   To help ease the pain of what he had experienced, Emmanuel started singing. In 2005, he released his first album, Gua (”peace” in his native Nuer tongue), with the title track broadcast across Africa over the BBC and becoming a number one hit in Kenya.   Emmanuel will share his experiences with us and how he has used these as his inspiration for peace building on a global scale.   For more information on Emmanuel see http://emmanuel-jal.webs.com.
Both sessions are free and open for all to attend. Please email marjorie@gardenofreflection.org to confirm your attendance. 

We look forward to welcoming you all to both events this week.

Upcoming Lunchtime Events:
27th November - Denise Crossan - NW Social Economy Opportunities

4th December - Amanda Koser-Gillespie - Second Line NI 

11th December - Oonagh McGillion - Legacy of the City of Culture 

18th December - Grainne McCafferty - Aras Colmcille - Saint Columba Heritage Centre 
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	Engagement Event on the Suicide Prevention and Positive Mental Health Strategy
The CLEAR Project is holding Engagement Events on the Suicide Prevention and Positive Mental Health Strategy on behalf of the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety and the Western Emotional Wellbeing and Suicide Prevention and Strategic Group.

These events will provide you with the opportunity to input into the of the Departments new strategy for the prevention of Suicide and Self-Harm, and the Promotion of Positive Mental Health. You will have the opportunity to share your views; comment on what has worked well to date, what more needs to be done and where the gaps are in service provision.
Omagh Library, 12th December 2013, 9.45 am – 1.30pm

Verbal Arts Centre, Derry~Londonderry, 15th January 2014, 12.30 pm– 4.00 pm

Fermanagh House, Enniskillen, 22nd January 2014, 12.30 pm – 4.00 pm

Alley Theatre, Strabane, 29th January 2014, 9.45 am – 1.30pm

Roe Valley Arts and Cultural Centre, Limavady, 4th February 2014, 12.30 pm – 4.00 pm

These sessions are open to all members of the community and we would particularly encourage the attendance of:

· Individuals and families who have been bereaved through suicide; 

· Health Professionals / Emergency Services; 

· Voluntary and community sector Representatives; 

· Young People; 

· Members of the Clergy; 

· Marginalised Groups including members of the LGB&T community; 

· Service Providers and those that use services; 

· Older Citizens; 

· Persons not in Employment.  
To reserve a place please contact: Carol@derryhc.com / Telephone: 028 7138 3386.
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	Are you concerned about a friend or loved one’s use of alcohol, drugs or gambling? 
Do you have questions about addiction and need honest answers about treatment and recovery?

 

Please find below information on addiction support and information services provided by the Columba Community. The Community established White Oaks Rehabilitation Centre and have over 30 years experience working with the marginalised and vulnerable in Derry and Donegal. These programmes are supported by International Fund for Ireland.
 

Addiction Advice Clinic. Thursdays at Columba House, 11 Queen St, Derry.  If you would like to speak to a counsellor in confidence for yourself or on behalf of a friend or loved one please contact us on 02871 262407 to make an appointment. This is a free service and all enquiries are dealt with in the strictest confidence.

 

Support and Information Weekend. The Columba Community are hosting a Support and Information weekend for persons concerned or affected by another’s use of alcohol, drugs or gambling. The programme will take place on Saturday 30th November and Sunday 1st December and will be hosted by a trained and accredited addiction counsellor.

 

This course will cover topics including Enabling, Denial and Dealing With Relapse and participants will also have an opportunity to discover ways to manage the pressure and stress caused by addiction.

 

This is a free programme but places are limited and must be booked in advance.  It will be held at the IOSAS Centre and Celtic Prayer Garden on the Lenamore Rd beside our rehabilitation centre (White Oaks). For more information or to book your place please contact us on 
02871 262407 or email: columbacommunity@hotmail.com
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	Alcohol Awareness for Women

TONIGHT Tuesday 19 November 2013 • Silverbirch Hotel, Omagh • 7pm - 9pm

As part of Alcohol Awareness Week, which takes place from 18th to 22nd November, a number of Omagh Drug and Alcohol Forum members are holding an Alcohol Awareness Event for Women.

The Guest Speaker on the night will be Michael Hand, Senior Social Worker in Addiction. Michael has been a social worker for 23 years. He is also a trainer with the Drug and Alcohol Training Programme run by the Western Trust’s Health Improvement Department. Frances McElroy, Chairperson of the Omagh Drug and Alcohol Forum stated “Michael’s skills and expertise are renowned in the field of alcohol addiction and the impact this has on families”.

Tracey Donaghy from Women’s Aid and Lorraine Giles from Breakthru, will present information on the services available to women, and the partnership working between groups, in the Omagh area in relation to alcohol, such as the Omagh Drug and Alcohol Forum.

Refreshments will be available free on the night. 
All Women Welcome.
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	Consultation event on the future of the Consumer Council

 Consultation focus group on the future of the Consumer Council: Why is the Consumer Council still needed?
 

Date: Thursday 28th November
Time: 11.00am – 12.30pm

Venue: The Women’s Centre, Guildhall Street, Derry

 

The Women’s Regional Consortium is organising a focus group to ensure women and women’s organisations have an opportunity hear the arguments and the evidence to enable us make a strong response to this consultation.

 

Aodhan O’Donnell, Acting CEO of the Consumer Council, will be in attendance to discuss the role of the Consumer Council in the context of the DETI consultation on the future for consumer representation in Northern Ireland.

 

If you want to attend and contribute to this consultation contact Donna McAnenny on donnamccauley@womencentre.co.uk or telephone (028) 71267672 by Monday 25th November 2013

 

Women’s Regional Consortium “Working to support women in disadvantaged and rurally isolated communities”

Consortium Organisations:
Training for Women’s Network (TWN)

Women’s Support Network (WSN)

The Women’s Centre, Derry (DWC)

Foyle Women’s Information Network (FWIN)

Women’s Resource and Development Agency (WRDA)

Women’s TEC (WTEC)

Northern Ireland Rural Women’s Network (NIRWN)
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	Lumiere Dazzling Winter Tour With mulled wine and supper!

Join Women In Enterprise (WIE), a voluntary association supporting enterprising women

On Thursday 28th Nov, 6.15pm meeting @ Arch Way, Peace bridge, Ebrington Sq, Waterside. 

From here we will be guided on a tour of the spectacular light extravaganza, over the Peace Bridge and along the peace walls where we will retire to the Primrose Café for mulled wine and a hot supper. 

We will conclude with our AGM.

All past, present and prospective new members invited!!

Cost £5.00 per person

Wrap up warm!!

Register: wie@gmail.com
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	‘Walk in My Shoes’ - Transgender Day of Remembrance November 20th
In the last 5 years over 1100 people have been killed worldwide. Just for being transgender.

Honour their memory and ‘walk in their shoes’ on November 20th by attending an act of remembrance, lighting a candle, or wearing something purple

Everyone welcome

If you cannot attend an organised event, we would invite you to light a candle at 7pm on November 20th, or to wear something purple on that day.  
Our main event to commemorate TDoR this year will take place in Derry/Londonderry, coinciding with its selection as the UK’s City of Culture 2013.  However, Focus: The Identity Trust has arranged other events across the country to mark the day. 
This is a quick guide to the events we have confirmed to date; a fuller description of each event follows below, and remember to keep checking back to our website for announcement re further events:

· Sun 17th – Wed 20th: Illumination of civic buildings, (ongoing), Derry/Londonderry, Illuminated in purple

· Sun 17: Official TDoR Church Service, 3 pm, All Souls’ Church, Elmwood Avenue, Belfast - Everyone welcome

· Tues 19: Focus run training workshop, ‘Walk in My Shoes’, Derry City Council, Councillors and staff of Derry City Council

· Wed 20: Focus workshop at ECNI Employability Conference, Morning, La Mon Hotel, Castlereagh, Belfast, Conference organised and run by the Equality Commission

· Wed 20: Main Act of Remembrance, 7 pm, Guildhall Square, Derry/Londonderry, Civic and Ecumenical Service led by the Mayor of Derry

Transgender Day of Remembrance is not a day just for transgender people, and we invite everyone, whatever their background, gender, sexuality, religion, race etc. to stand with us, to be allies with us on that day, to take part in an act of remembrance, light a candle, or wear purple to ‘walk in their’ shoes memorialise and honour those who have died owing to prejudice and violence, and to show those who would still perpetuate it, that they are the minority and society will no longer condone these acts of transphobia.

FOCUS: The Identity Trust www.thefocustrust.com
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	Foyle Search and Rescue Documentary - RTE 1 - 19th November 2013

The popular documentary that was aired on BBC last year showing the work of Foyle Search and Rescue is being aired on RTE1, TONIGHT Tuesday, 19th November at 22.35pm.  It is titled ‘Foyle River Rescue’.

 

We would like as many viewers as possible to tune in as it proved to be of huge benefit to the Charity when it went out on BBC last year.
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	Free Trees for Triax

Free trees and plants are available to schools and community groups in Creggan, Bogside, Brandywell, Bishop Street and Fountain areas.

Creggan Country Park received funding from Derry City Council’s Grant Aid Programme for the Triax Environmental Forum.  The Triax Environmental Forum is a partnership project between community groups and schools in Creggan, Bogside, Brandywell, Bishop Street and Fountain, statutory organisations and Triax Neighbourhood Management Team.  The forum is open to all groups and there are still places available. The aim of the current project is to ensure the environmental needs and concerns of the community are met.  The project will promote volunteering and engage the local community in renewing and maintaining the neighbourhoods. The project will also promote Derry City Council’s Local Biodiversity Action Plan.

Creggan Country Park is calling all schools and community groups in Triax to come forward and avail of free trees and plants.  Assistance, which includes instruction and equipment, is also available for groups that need help with planting.

The project will create priority habitats including hedgerow and broadleaf woodland as well as ‘butterfly borders’ to encourage more native butterflies to urban areas.  The project will also recruit and train 50 new volunteers of all ages to help with tasks such as clean ups, planting programmes and take part in volunteer training events.  The project aims to engage the community, young and old and with different abilities to create and maintain shared spaces for all to enjoy and to take pride in and indeed claim ownership.  Volunteers will gain new skills and experience in environmental improvements and biodiversity management.  Lunch and travel will be provided for all volunteers. 

Karen Healy, Environmental Officer, Creggan Country Park said “We are delighted to receive funding from Derry City Council’s Grant aid programme and support from the Department for Social Development as it help us address our key priorities including training and skills development through volunteering and protecting and enhancing local biodiversity.”

To request free trees/plants, to become a volunteer or for more information, contact us on 02871 363133, email Karen.healy@creggancountrypark.com or visit www.creggancountrypark.com 


 
 
Submit an article - Email info@nwcn.org to submit an article for inclusion in E-Bulletin.
When submitting an article for inclusion in this E-Bulletin, please conform to the following guidelines to ensure not only inclusion but clear understanding of the information you wish to convey:
Use only the Verdana or Arial Fonts, size 10 or 12
Use single-line spacing
As far as possible, do not use images or include attachments - information is best received when it is concise and straightforward.
Include reliable contact information: named contact, organisation, telephone number, email address &, where appropriate, web address
Please check that all details are correct when submitting as we will presume they are.
Please do not reply directly to this email, use one of the links above to feedback or to submit an article. For general enquiries, email info@nwcn.org
The information in this E-Bulletin has been collated from a range of sources. NWCN does not however accept responsibility for any third party content or for any of the opinions expressed.


	Neola Nelis McCrossan
mailto:neola@nwcn.org
nwcn.org 
facebook.com/NWCN01
twitter.com/NWCN01, 
Tweet: @NWCN01

12/14 The Diamond
Derry/Londonderry BT48 6HW

T: 02871279090 (NWCN) / 02871368811 (PESP)
	[image: image4.jpg]Network

www.nwen.org

1 North-West
& Community





	...Working to create 
a genuinely participative 
democracy...

	NWCN is a membership organisation for Community & Voluntary groups in the North-West, 
click here for a membership form for 2013-2014.

	North-West Community Network receives core funding through the Community Investment Fund (DSD).

	The Participation, Engagement & Skills Project (PESP) is funded by Big Lottery.
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